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The presenters will share insights on tribal in-house legal practice in general and the dynamics of working 
for tribal governments, including their own experiences working as the chief legal officers for their own tribe.

Doreen Nanibaa McPaul, Navajo Nation Attorney General, is Navajo (Kinyaa’áanii) and grew up on the 
Navajo Reservation in Chinle, Arizona. After law school, Doreen clerked at the Arizona Court of Appeals and 
as a staff attorney for the Navajo Nation Judicial Branch.  She has also worked as an associate attorney at 
the Nordhaus Law Firm and as a visiting clinical law professor and Interim Director of the ASU Indian Legal 
Clinic.  Since 2008, Ms. McPaul has worked as an in-house tribal attorney for several Arizona tribes.

Kimberly A. Dutcher, Navajo Nation Deputy Attorney General, is Navajo (Ta’neeszahnii) and grew up on 
the Navajo Reservation in Fort Defiance, Arizona.  Kimberly’s career includes serving as Court Solicitor for 
the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community, as well as the Executive Director of the Association on 
American Indian Affairs, the nation’s oldest American Indian advocacy organization. She also served the 
Gila River Indian Community for ten years as a Prosecutor, Senior Assistant General Counsel, and as a 
Division Manager.
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